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The role of National Commissions for UNESCO is to involve
government departments and agencies, institutions,
organizations, and individuals working for the advancement of
education, science, culture, communication and information,
in its activities. To do so, National Commissions both
participate in UNESCO’s activities and undertake their own
initiatives or activities related to the general objectives of
UNESCO (Article | of the Charter of National Commissions
for UNESCO, 1978).

The Annual Report covers the period 1 April 2009 — 31 March
2010, which also coincides with a historic period of time for
UNESCO. In September — almost 64 years since its founding
in 1945 — UNESCO elected Irina Bokova as its first woman
Director-General and the first person from Eastern Europe

to hold the position. In her inaugural speech she spoke of

a “new humanism,” the importance of strategic alliances,
and of reinforcing ties with National Commissions. This
early recognition and support of the role played by National
Commissions has been well received, and the Canadian
Commission supports the Director-General as she leads
UNESCO in new directions.
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The role of National Commissions as “national coordinating
bodies” has always involved a delicate balancing act and, if
anything, this role is becoming more complex. We are grateful
therefore for the continuing support and contributions of our
many members and partners at all levels of government, in
professional associations, in academic institutions and in
civil society. We are particularly appreciative of the ongoing,
unqualified support of our host organization, the Canada
Council for the Arts.

As this Report demonstrates, the Canadian Commission
remains active and the number and diversity of partner
organizations that we work with continues to expand. UNESCO
networks in Canada are also welcoming new members. At
the same time, we continue to work with our long-standing
partners and to benefit from the knowledge and experience
that they have acquired over the years. The expertise and
generosity of everyone who supports and works with the
Commission is greatly appreciated and demonstrates that
together, we can be assured that the ideals of UNESCO will
truly build a better and more inclusive world.

David A. Walden
Secretary-General
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INTRODUCTION
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), one of the 19 specialized agencies
of the United Nations system, was established in London,
England on 16 November 1945. Canada was one of the

26 founding members.

UNESCO headquarters are situated in Paris, France. It is
comprised of 193 Member States and has regional and liaison
offices in a number of countries. The Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade represents the Government of
Canada at UNESCO through its Permanent Delegation.

The General Conference, the sovereign body of UNESCO,
consists of representatives of all Member States. It meets
every two years to determine the policies and adopt the
Organization’s programme and budget. Between sessions
of the General Conference, UNESCO is administered by the

Executive Board, which consists of 58 elected Member States.

Achievement of the ideals and mandate of UNESCO
demands co-operation on the widest possible scale within
Member States. With this in view, the founding members
invited Member States to establish National Commissions
by stipulating in the Constitution (Article VII) that: “Each
Member State shall make such arrangements as suit

its particular conditions for the purpose of associating

its principal bodies interested in educational, scientific
and cultural matters with the work of the Organization,
preferably by the formation of a National Commission broadly
representative of the Government and such bodies.”
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The role of National Commissions for UNESCO is to involve
government departments and agencies, institutions,
organizations, and individuals working for the advancement of
education, science, culture, communication and information,
in its activities. To do so, National Commissions may
participate in UNESCOQ’s activities or undertake their own
initiatives or activities related to the general objectives of
UNESCO (Article | of the Charter of National Commissions
for UNESCO, 1978). UNESCO is the only organization in the
United Nations system that has National Commissions.

National Commissions are therefore the creation of Member
States and their status derives from legislation or an executive
instrument. Section 8(2) of the Canada Council Act, adopted
on 28 March 1957, provides that: “The Governor in Council
may assign to the Council such functions and duties in
relation to the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization as he considers desirable.” The
Canadian Commission for UNESCO was established by Order
in Council (Privy Council 1957-831) on 14 June 1957, in
conformity with UNESCO’s Constitution and pursuant to

the Canada Council Act. An Order in Council (Privy Council
2006-0601) approved on 23 June 2006 confirmed the
Commission’s mandate and amended the composition of the
Executive Committee.

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO has accordingly been
established within the legal authority of the Canada Council,
which provides its Secretariat.

Annual Report of the Secretary-General | 2009-2010



ADVISORY ACTIVITIES:
SUPPORTING CANADA'S
CONTRIBUTION TO UNESCO
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GOVERNANCE

Executive Committee

The Executive Committee met three times this year, twice
during the Annual General Meeting in May and again in
November. During the Annual General Meeting it was
honoured by the presence of Canada’s Ambassador and
Permanent Delegate to UNESCO, Gilbert Laurin, and the
Representative of the Government of Québec to UNESCO,
Michel Audet. The Committee received reports from its partner
organizations the Canada Council for the Arts, the Department
of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Canadian Heritage,
Council of Ministers of Education, Canada, and the Ministére
des relations internationales of the Government of Québec
about activities to promote UNESCO in Canada and abroad.

It also began planning for the 35" General Conference

of UNESCO held in October, received a report from the
Membership Committee, and considered policy questions that
it anticipated would arise in the coming months.

At the November meeting it focused on the outcomes of

the 182" session of the UNESCO Executive Board held in
September and the election of the new Director-General. The
Executive Committee also reviewed the contribution of the
Canadian Delegation to the 35" General Conference. Several
members of the Executive Committee had participated as
members of the Canadian Delegation, some for the first
time, and this form of stock-taking offered the opportunity
to assess the General Conference itself, the overall Canadian
contribution, and the role of the Canadian Commission.
Detailed planning also began for the Annual General Meeting
being held in Québec in May 2010.
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49" Annual General Meeting

The Commission’s 49" Annual General Meeting (AGM) was
held in Ottawa from 7-9 May, 2009 and focused on obtaining
the input of the Commission’s members about the UNESCO
draft Programme and Budget in the development of Canadian
positions at the 35" General Conference.

Forty Members of the Commission’s Youth Advisory Group
(YAG) met on the opening day of the meeting to provide

its members with updates on the activities of the YAG
provincial chapters and of individual members; to discuss
the consultation process for the 6" UNESCO Youth Forum;
and, to provide input for the development and content for
the development of a Plan of Action for the YAG. The Youth
Meeting also provided participants with information about
UNESCO programmes and activities in Canada, including a
presentation by Jean-Philippe Messier, from the Manicouagan-
Uapishka Biosphere Reserve about the UNESCO World
Network of Biosphere Reserves.

The AGM opened with a “discussion” between Gilbert Laurin,
Canadian Ambassador to UNESCO, and Paul Heinbecker,
former Canadian Ambassador to the United Nations. Their
wide-ranging reflections on their careers addressed the major
challenges facing the entire United Nations system including
the economic crisis, UN reform, the new United Nations inter-
agency approach of “delivering as one,” and the role of civil
society. Using the “Open Space” dialogue technique, the AGM
participants then discussed the draft UNESCO programme in
the context of these and other global challenges and offered
their suggestions for consideration in the development of
Canadian positions for the 35™ General Conference.
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The AGM also included meetings of the Commission’s three
Sectoral Commissions (see below) to facilitate an inter-
sectoral approach to their work and the proposed priorities
for each sector in UNESCO’s draft Programme and Budget,
2010-2011 (35 C/5).

Executive Board of UNESCO

The Executive Board of UNESCO consists of 58 Member
States elected by the General Conference and is responsible
for the implementation of the Programme adopted by the
General Conference. The Board held three meetings during
this period, one each in April, September and November.

The 181°% session, held in April, began the formal process for
the recruitment of the next Director-General by developing

the letter to Member States to submit candidates and the
delineation of the interview and selection process. It also
focussed on the development of the Programme and Budget
for 2010-2011, and the agenda and organizational aspects
of the General Conference. The Secretariat presented its
report on a detailed plan of action for the UNESCO strategy
on climate change, the use of information and communication
technologies for sustainable development, and the results

of the technical and legal aspects of a possible standard-
setting instrument for the protection of indigenous and
endangered languages. The Board also held a thematic debate
on “UNESCO’s role as a lead agency for Education for All”
that focussed on how best to coordinate the activities of the
convening agencies (World Bank, United Nations Development
Programme, UNICEF, United Nations Population Fund and
UNESCO) with special emphasis on EFA in Africa.

The 182" session of the Executive Board was dominated

by the election of the Director-General. Nine candidates

had been submitted for the position, and it took five secret
ballots over the course of almost one week before Irina
Bokova emerged as the successful candidate. Pursuant to
UNESCO’s Constitution, the Director-General is nominated by
the Executive Board and appointed by the General Conference
for a period of four years.

The meeting also saw the Executive Board agree to
recommend to the General Conference that UNESCO
undertake a feasibility study to determine if work should begin
on the preparation of a draft declaration of ethical principles
in relation to climate change, the creation of several category
2 centres under the auspices of UNESCO, implementation

of the United Nations Literacy Decade (2003-2012),

and UNESCO’s participation in the International Year for
Biodiversity (2010) and the International Year for the
Rapprochement of Cultures (2010).
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CANADIAN PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL
MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

Preparatory Meeting for the 2010 Director-General’s
Consultation of National Commissions in Europe

and North America, Cambridge, England

The United Kingdom National Commission for UNESCO
organized a meeting of representatives of 18 National
Commissions of the Europe-North America region in
Cambridge on 4-5 July, 2009, to prepare for the Director-
General’s Regional Consultation on the draft Programme
and Budget for 2012-2013 (36 C/5). As part of the process
of preparing the next Programme and Budget the Director-
General consults National Commissions every two years to
obtain input into the document. The 2012-2013 Programme
and Budget will be adopted at the 36" UNESCO General
Conference in 2011, and the Director-General’s consultation
of National Commissions of Europe and North America will
take place in London, England from 5-8 June, 2010.

Participants at the meeting discussed the work plan leading
to the 2010 meeting, as well as logistics, preparatory

materials, and different approaches to conducting the meeting

to maximize participation. It was agreed that the “World
Café” method, which has been used successfully at previous
consultations of National Commissions, will be maintained for
the 2010 meeting. The National Commissions subsequently
met in Paris during the 35" General Conference to continue
planning for the 2010 meeting.

Katherine Berg, Special Advisor to the Secretary-General,
represented the Commission at the Cambridge meeting and
the Secretary-General represented the Commission at the
meeting held during the General Conference.

U40-World Forum, Paris

The German Commission for UNESCO and the International
Federation of the Coalition for Cultural Diversity (IFCCD)
jointly organised the U40-World Forum on the occasion of
the 2" Conference of Parties of the UNESCO Convention
for the Protection and the Promotion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions, 15-16 June. The U40-process offers
young professionals, PhD students, and post-doctoral
fellows under the age of 40 the opportunity to participate
in the international debate on cultural diversity and the
implementation of the UNESCO Convention.

The Forum was attended by 60 young professionals
involved with culture from 34 countries, including Canada.
They developed “Proposals for Cultural Diversity 2030”
that were addressed to delegates from State Parties at the
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2" Conference of Parties. Participants at the U40 Forum
also attended the 2" Conference of Parties as observers.

The delegates argued in favour of new concepts of cultural
development, cultural cooperation and cultural diplomacy
that go beyond the traditional models of interaction

between developed and less developed countries. They also
emphasized the fundamental role that cultural diversity must
play in the sustainable development of societies, and the
important role that civil society must be given to achieve the
objectives of the Convention.

The U40-World Forum was funded by the Spanish Ministry
for Culture, Department of Canadian Heritage, Catalan
Government, Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts
and Culture, Canadian Commission for UNESCO, Finnish
National Commission for UNESCO, and the French Coalition
for Cultural Diversity. The contribution of the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO paid for the airfare for Guillame
Sirois of Montréal as well as representatives from Lesotho,
Nigeria and Congo to attend the Forum, while Canadian
Heritage assumed the cost of accommodation for these
same participants.

World Conference on Higher Education, Paris

The 2009 World Conference on Higher Education took stock
of the changes that have taken place in higher education
since the 1998 World Conference on Higher Education,
while also addressing the new dynamics that will shape the
development of higher education policies and institutions in
the future. The Conference also reaffirmed the importance of
higher education and research in meeting global challenges,
as well as in building more inclusive, equitable and
sustainable knowledge economies.

Over 1400 participants from 155 countries attended the
Conference and reaffirmed the role of higher education in
meeting global challenges ranging from poverty eradication
to sustainable development to Education for All, while at the
same time renewing their commitment to improve access,
quality and gender equity. They also examined related issues
such as the impact of globalization on higher education, social
responsibility, academic freedom, research and financing.

The communiqué issued by the World Conference called
upon governments to increase investment in higher
education, encourage diversity, advance research, innovation
and creativity and to better integrate information and
communications technologies throughout higher education
to meet increasing student demand. The Conference also
drew attention to the global teacher shortage and called for
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strengthened regional cooperation in areas ranging from the
recognition of qualifications, quality assurance, governance,
research and innovation.

Canada was represented by The Honourable John Milloy,
Minister, Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges and
Universities and Ministry of Research and Innovation,

Mr. Michel Pigeon, Parliamentary Secretary to the Québec
Minister of Education, Leisure and Sport, Ms. Héléne David,
Assistant Deputy Minister responsible for Post-secondary
Education, Quebec Ministry of Education, Leisure and Sport,
Ms. Diana David, Analyst, International, Council of Ministers
of Education, Canada, and Ms. Elisabeth Barot, Programme
Officer, Education, with the Commission.

UNESCO Youth Forum

The 6™ UNESCO Youth Forum took place at UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris from 1-3 October. Held immediately
prior to the General Conference, the Youth Forum brings
together delegates from around the world to exchange views,
share experiences, and identify common opportunities and
challenges on the Forum’s themes. Their discussions are
then reflected in a report that is presented at the UNESCO
General Conference, ensuring that young people’s views,
concerns and recommendations are taken into account by
the representatives of the Member States and the UNESCO
Secretariat.

The main theme of the Forum was “Investing out of the
crisis: towards a partnership between UNESCO and youth
organizations” with a complementary cross-cutting theme of
“Youth Participation — UNESCO Youth Forum, a long term
approach”. The Forum was attended by 128 delegates from
89 countries, with an additional 84 representatives from 68
youth organizations, international and national NGOs, and UN
agencies in attendance as observers.

Canada’s delegates, Xing Chiu of Toronto and Anne Lemieux of
Montréal, were selected following a call for applications from
the 87 members of the Commission’s Youth Advisory Group.
During the first plenary session of the Forum, Anne Lemieux
was elected as the North America/Europe representative of

the editorial committee for the final report with four other
representatives from other regions. Xing Chiu was selected as
Rapporteur for the Natural Sciences working group.

The Canadian Commission’s efforts, over the past several
years, to engage youth in its programmes were highlighted by
the UNESCO Secretariat during the event. The Commission’s
Youth Advisory Group and the Commission itself were
identified several times as good examples/best practices for
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youth engagement among National Commissions. In addition,
Marie-Christine Lecompte, Programme Officer, Youth, was
asked to make a presentation about the Canadian Youth
Advisory Group model as well as to introduce the possibility
of developing a handbook on successful models of youth
engagement in National Commissions.

First Working Meeting of the International Coalition

of Cities Against Racism, Nuremberg, Germany

The First Working Meeting of the International Coalition of
Cities Against Racism was held in Nuremberg, Germany, on
5-6 October. Organized by UNESCO and the Administrative
Secretariat of the European Coalition of Cities Against Racism
(ECCAR) located in Nuremberg, the Meeting brought together
representatives from five of the six regional coalitions to
identify the best strategies for future cooperation among the
regional coalitions, strengthen the International Coalition

and prepare an Action Plan; identify measures to improve
communications; and, facilitate the sharing of information
and best practices. Representatives of each of the regional
coalitions made presentations about the development,

work and challenges they face. The Secretary-General

of the Commission presented the Canadian Coalition of
Municipalities Against Racism and Discrimination.

The participants agreed on an Action Plan for the International
Coalition of Cities Against Racism that foresees annual
meetings involving representatives of the regional coalitions
organized in conjunction with another event related to

racism and discrimination, a trilingual website (English,
French, Spanish) compatible with social networking tools,

the importance of organizing events to mark the International
Day for the Elimination of Racism (21 March), and the

need to reinforce the links with the United Cities and Local
Governments (UCLG).

The results of this meeting will be shared at the Third Meeting
of the Canadian Coalition to be held before the Annual
General Meeting of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities
in May 2010 in Toronto. To facilitate the links between these
two events, Toronto City Councillor Pam McConnell also took
part in the meeting.

35" General Conference of UNESCO

The 35" Session of the General Conference took place at the
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France, from 6-23 October.
Held every two years, the General Conference is the supreme
decision-making body of the Organization, consisting of
representatives of UNESCO’s 193 Member States, who debate
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and adopt the Programme and Budget of the Organization
for the upcoming biennium on the basis of “one-country,
one-vote.”

Also attending were Associate Members, observers from non-
Member-States, intergovernmental organizations and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). The Faroe Islands became
the 7™ Associate Member State, thereby giving UNESCO more
members than any other United Nations organization.

This year marked the end of the ten-year tenure of Director-
General Koichiro Matsuura. A key event of the General
Conference was the election of Irina Bokova as the tenth
Director-General of UNESCO. Ms. Bokova had been the
Permanent Delegate of Bulgaria to UNESCO since 2005, and
is both the first woman to hold the post and the first Director-
General from Eastern Europe. Ms. Bokova took up her duties
on 16 November.

The Canadian Delegation was led by Canada’s Ambassador
and Permanent Delegate to UNESCO André Bachand, and
the Delegation was supported in its work by members of the
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO and by representatives
of the Government of Canada. Under the Canada-Quebec
Agreement Concerning UNESCO, the Québec Permanent
Representative at the Delegation and representatives of the
Government of Québec also participated actively in the work
of the Delegation. The Canadian Commission coordinated
the work of the Delegation, and prepared the report of its
participation at the General Conference for the Government
of Canada.

At the invitation of the Chairman of UNESCO’s Executive
Board, Ambassador Olabiyi Babalola Joseph Yai of Benin,
the Governor General of Canada, Michaélle Jean, addressed
a special plenary meeting of the Board. In her remarks

she emphasized the role of the dialogue of cultures, the
importance of cultural diversity, and that the whole of world
must be included in our definition of humanity.

Two Ministers also participated in the Canadian delegation:
the Honourable Diane McGifford, Minister of Advanced
Education and Literacy for Manitoba and Chair of the Council
of Ministers of Education, Canada (CMEC), led the Canadian
delegation at the Ministerial Round Table in Education and
was the chief spokesperson at the Education Commission. She
was accompanied at the Ministerial Round Table by Michelle
Courchesne, Minister of Education, Leisure and Sport,
Québec, and Heather Reichert, Deputy Minister, Advanced
Education and Literacy for Manitoba. Claire Dansereau,
Deputy Minister, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and Wendy
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Watson-Wright, Assistant Deputy Minister, Science, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, represented Canada at the Ministerial
Round Table on Oceans.

Canadians continue to be active in UNESCO committees
and subsidiary organs. Canada’s candidacy was successful
regarding the two bodies to which it sought election at the
General Conference: the Governing Board of the UNESCO
Institute for Statistics (UIS), located in Montréal, and the
Executive Committee of the International Campaign for
the Establishment of the Nubia Museum in Aswan and the
National Museum of Egyptian Civilization in Cairo.

Following the receipt and adoption of reports from the
different Commissions, the General Conference adopted a
total budget for the 2010-2011 biennium of U.S. $653
million, representing a 3.5% increase over the previous
biennium.

EuroMAB 2009, Stara Lesna, Slovakia

Held from 27-30 October in the Tatru Biosphere Reserve,
Slovakia, EuroMAB 2009 “Doing Together, Learning Together”
brought together key actors of the Man and the Biosphere
(MAB) programme from the European Region. Managers of
over 100 Biosphere Reserves, representatives of national
MAB committees, and researchers shared experiences and
discussed topics such as networking that would contribute to
building a clearing house for connecting the World Network of
Biosphere Reserves, and ways to implement the EuroMAB and
Madrid Action Plans.

In his opening remarks, Dr. Natarajan Ishawaran, Director
of Ecological and Earth Sciences, UNESCO, highlighted
the strong support received from Member States for MAB
and Biosphere Reserves at the 35" Session of the General
Conference. The Draft Resolution submitted by Germany
and co-sponsored by Canada and several other countries
concerning the Man and the Biosphere Programme and
the World Network of Biophere Reserves’ contribution

to sustainable development had been warmly received,
particularly because of the on-going budget reductions

to the programme.

Representatives of Canadian Biosphere Reserves played
an active role in the meeting: Stan Boychuck (formerly
with Clayogout Sound Biosphere Reserve) and Claude
Letarte (Charlevoix) made presentations in plenary on
“Climate Change and Biosphere Reserves: Challenges and
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Opportunities” on behalf of Adam Fenech, Environment
Canada; René Raiche and Christian Hart (Lac St-Pierre) made
presentations on Biosphere Reserve Sustainable Development
Charters; Jean-Philippe Messier (Manicouagan-Uapishka)
introduced the discussion on the web-platform; and Rebecca
Pollock (Georgian Bay) was a member of the core team that
designed the participatory working methods of the meeting.
Dominique Potvin, Programme Officer, Natural Sciences, with
the Commission attended and acted as a meeting facilitator.

Third General Conference of the European Coalition

of Cities Against Racism, Toulouse, France

The Third General Conference of the European Coalition

of Cities against Racism (ECCAR) was held from 19-20
November in Toulouse, France. Entitled “Mix Cities,” the
Conference focused on the theme “Cities Against Racism:
New Challenges — New Partnerships: Shaping our Future”
and was attended by over 400 participants, including mayors,
councilors, staff of member municipalities, non-governmental
organizations, and representatives of UNESCO and the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The Conference identified best strategies for cities to combat
racism and discrimination using the Ten-Point Plan of Action
and addressed new challenges to be faced in the struggle
against racism at a municipal level. The overall theme “New
Challenges — New Partnerships” was addressed through

five working groups with specific topics of discussion: the
fight against discrimination in employment and housing;
greater vigilance against racism; more participation and
better informed city dwellers; promoting social cohesion in
the context of government policies on security; the global
economic crisis and the rise of right-wing extremism; and,
youth activities against racism.

Following a call for proposals from UNESCO inviting Canadian
cities to participate in this meeting, the City of Windsor was
selected to present its experiences during one of the working
groups organised on the theme “Implementation of the Ten-
Point Plan of Action Against Racism and Presentation of
Practical Examples: Greater Vigilance Against Racism — More
Participation and Better Informed City Dwellers”.

The representative of the City of Windsor, Ms. Melinda Munro,
also participated in the ECCAR Steering Committee meeting
where she presented the Canadian Coalition of Municipalities
Against Racism and Discrimination and Windsor’s role as a
member city.
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Sixteenth Session of the International Bioethics
Committee of UNESCO (IBC) Mexico City, Mexico

The sixteenth session of the International Bioethics
Committee (IBC) was held in Mexico City from 23-25
November and brought together more than 300 participants
from 45 countries.

Three main topics were discussed during this session of the
IBC: the principle of social responsibility and health as set
forth in Article 14 of the UNESCO Universal Declaration on
Bioethics and Human Rights (2005), the issue of human
cloning and international governance, and the principle of
respect for human vulnerability and personal integrity found
in Article 8 of the UNESCO Declaration. The session also
finalized the Report of the IBC on Social Responsibility

and Health.

The Report of the IBC on Human Cloning and International
Governance, submitted by the Committee to the Director-
General of UNESCO in June 2009, and the discussion it
raised during the sixth session of the Intergovernmental
Bioethics Committee (IGBC) in July 2009 demonstrated

that this issue is still of great concern to the international
community. The IBC therefore held extensive discussions
about the main issues raised during the preparation and
finalization of the Report, as well as the follow-up to the work
of IBC in the next biennium.

An entire day was devoted to “Bioethics in Latin America and

the Caribbean: Experiences and Perspectives” and focused on
such questions as the bioethical debate and public awareness,
legislative measures, and bioethics education in Latin America
and the Caribbean.

Michéle S. Jean, President of the Canadian Commission for
UNESCO and former IBC President (2002-2005) participated
in the meeting and made a presentation on ”The ethical
dimensions of vulnerability and health” during the closing
session on the Principle of Respect for Human Vulnerability
and Personal Integrity.

Annual Report of the Secretary-General | 2009-2010



14

CANADIAN COMMISSION FOR UNESCO

6" International Conference on Adult Education
(CONFINTEA VI), Belém, Brazil

The 6" International Conference on Adult Education was
held from 1-4 December to advance the recognition of adult
learning and education as an important element of lifelong
learning, to highlight the crucial role of adult learning and
education for the realization of current international education
and development agendas (Education for All, Millennium
Development Goals, United Nations Literacy Decade,
Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE) and the Decade
of Education for Sustainable Development), and to renew
political commitment to lifelong learning.

Over 1,500 participants from 156 countries attended

the meeting including Ministers, university presidents,
representatives of regional and multilateral organizations,

civil society and the private sector, as well as adult learners
from around the world. Together they debated a wide range of
issues including policies and governance for adult education,
literacy as a key competency for lifelong learning, quality
education, assessment of learning outcomes, participation and
inclusion, and financing mechanisms.

The conference adopted the Belém Framework for Action that
stresses the critical role of adult learning and education in
responding to contemporary cultural, economic, political and
social challenges. It also underlines the need to place adult
learning and education in a broader context of sustainable
development, and that effective policy, governance, financing,
participation, inclusion, equity and quality are all necessary
conditions for adults and young people to be able to exercise
their right to education.

The Belém Framework also calls for increased efforts

to reduce illiteracy by 50 percent from 2000 levels by
2015, and notes that adult learning and education remain
chronically underfunded and undervalued. It also draws
attention to a lack of professional training opportunities for
adult teachers, as well as insufficient monitoring, evaluation
and feedback mechanisms.

The Canadian delegation was led by Ms. Lynette Plett,
Executive Director, Adult Language & Literacy, Manitoba
Advanced Education & Literacy, and included representatives
from Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, the
Ministry of Education, Leisure and Sport, Quebec, I'Institut
de coopération pour I’éducation des adultes (ICEA), and the
Council of Ministers of Education, Canada. Elisabeth Barot,
Programme Officer, Education, represented the Commission
on the Delegation.
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The International Institute of Research in

Ethics and Biomedicine, Expert Seminars, Paris

In 2009, two Expert Seminars were held at the International
Institute of Research in Ethics and Biomedicine (IIREB)

in Paris.

The first was held on 8 July. The meetings focussed mainly
on the ways to approach the major themes of contemporary
bioethics in French-speaking countries as well as universal
principles and cultural diversity in international cooperation
and ethics education. This seminar was organized by

the Réseau international francophone de bioéthique and
the French National Commission for UNESCO with the
collaboration and support of the Agence de la biomédecine,
the Council of Europe, the International Institute of Research
in Ethics and Biomedicine, the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs, the World Health Organization (WHO),
the Société Francaise et Francophone d’Ethique Médicale
and UNESCO.

The second seminar was held on 8-9 December. The topics
dealt with included: the assessment of training needs in

the ethics of research, applied ethics in research, clinical
trials, informed consent, protection of life and knowledge
development. Special attention was paid to specific issues

of various African countries, Africa being one of UNESCO’s
two priorities. A publication of the proceedings of this second
seminar, in which the Canadian Commission for UNESCO was
a partner, will be released in the next few months.

Michéle S. Jean, President of the Canadian Commission for
UNESCO, participated in the two seminars.

Understanding the Linkages between Biological

and Cultural Diversity, Side Event at the Launch

of the International Year for Biodiversity, Paris

The United Nations declared the year 2010 the International
Year of Biodiversity, and UNESCO launched the year with a
scientific conference held in Paris from 25-29 January. In
conjunction with this conference, Thora Martina Herrmann,
Canada Research Chair in Ethnoecology and Biodiversity
Conservation at the University of Montréal, organized a side
event to highlight the upcoming International Congress on
Cultural and Biological Diversity “Diversity for Development-
Development for Diversity” being held in Montréal from
9-11 June. The event presented some of the links between
biological and cultural diversity through case studies and
began the discussion on the main science and policy work
that needs to be undertaken to better integrate the links
between biological and cultural diversity in research and
decision-making that will take place at the Montréal meeting.
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The Conference is being organized by UNESCO, the
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (located
in Montréal), United Nations Environmental Programme,

the University of Montréal, and the Canadian Commission
for UNESCO.

Fifth Session of the World Urban Forum - “The Right to the
City: Bridging the Urban Divide”, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

The Fifth Session of the World Urban Forum, organised by
UN-Habitat, was held 22-26 March in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
with the theme “The Right to the City: Bridging the Urban
Divide”. The World Urban Forum, through its numerous
discussions and exhibitions, succeeded in providing a
platform for exchanges and discussions amongst various
stakeholders on themes related to the concept of “harmonious
cities” — which includes the right to the city and the right to
adequate shelter, as enshrined in the Habitat Agenda.

UNESCO was once again very active in this the World Urban
Forum. In collaboration with UN-Habitat and the UCLG,
UNESCO organized a networking event entitled “How to Build
Inclusive Cities: Joint efforts of UNESCO/UNHABITAT/UCLG”.
Cynthia Lacasse, Programme Officer, Social and Human
Sciences at the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, presented
the Canadian Coalition of Municipalities Against Racism and
Discrimination on this panel.

UNESCO also organized two one-day dialogues entitled
“Taking Forward the Right to the City” and “Cultural
Diversity in Cities”. It held a training event on “How to
prepare education for a changing environment”. The three
meetings brought together various stakeholders including
representatives from cities, civil society organisations and
United Nations agencies. UNESCO also hosted a kiosk that
showcased its activities and the work of the UNESCO Chair
in Landscape and Environmental Design of the University of
Montréal, with the support of the Canadian Commission and
the Ministere des Relations internationales du Québec.
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CONSULTING CANADIANS

Sectoral Commissions — Annual General Meeting

Every two years UNESCO adopts a biennial Programme

and Budget, and it is the role of the Commission to consult
government representatives at the federal, provincial and
municipal levels as well as civil society to obtain their
comments and reactions to the proposed programme priorities.

The Sectoral Commissions in Education, Natural, Social

and Human Sciences, and Culture, Communication and
Information all met individually at the Annual General
Meeting (AGM), but they adopted a common approach

to their discussions of the proposed priorities in the draft
Programme and Budget for 2010-2011 by using the same
four questions related to the priorities of each programme
sector at UNESCO. All participants at the AGM, regardless
of whether they were members of a Sectoral Commission,
were also invited to attend the meetings to ensure an active
participatory, consultative process. There was strong support
for the overarching priorities of gender and Africa, and general
support for the approach being taken by UNESCO. Several
refinements were proposed, including the need for a unifying
vision, greater emphasis on “learning”, a broad human rights
focus, better linkages between sustainable development and
other programme activities, increased emphasis on research
and intersectorality, and a stronger results-based approach.

The Chairs of the Sectoral Commissions and the Programme
Officers took note of the discussions and recommendations
and incorporated these into the documents prepared as a
result of the consultation. These, in turn, were used to develop
Canadian positions, briefing notes and interventions at the
35™ General Conference.

Sectoral Commission, Education

The Sectoral Commission in Education met in December
and discussed the results of the 35" General Conference
related to Education. At its meeting in May, the Sectoral
Commission had recommended that the Programme and
Budget should place greater emphasis on three areas:
Education for Sustainable Development and follow-up to the
World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development
held in Bonn in April 2009, the importance of gender issues
in education, and a broad interpretation of Education for All.
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The Education Programme Commission of the General
Conference strongly endorsed the strategy for the second half
of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (2005-2014), including the Bonn Declaration.
The close relationship between the Education for All goals, the
Millennium Development Goals and Education for Sustainable
Development was highlighted, as well as the need to ensure
that Education for Sustainable Development was linked to the
work of UNESCO networks such as Associated Schools and
the UNESCO Chairs.

The Canadian intervention at the General Conference noted
that UNESCO had made progress in raising awareness about
gender in the programme planning processes but that it also
needed to be more rigorous in defining tangible results. In
the area of Education for Sustainable Development, Canada’s
appeal for a broad, inclusive approach had been supported
by a number of other Member States and there was also
strong support for maintaining education budgets and donor
commitments to “invest out of the crisis.”

International Adult Learners’ Week in Canada, held from

1-7 March, 2010, was also discussed in detail. It was
agreed that a magazine style publication would again be
produced by the Commission and that it would build on

the accomplishments of the Sixth International Conference
on Adult Education. Several members of the Sectoral
Commission offered suggestions about the content and focus
of this publication, as well as ways to adapt it for local use.
It was also emphasized that individual adult learners, and not
only umbrella organizations, needed to be actively involved in
planning and carrying-out the Week’s activities.

The meeting also discussed the results of the major
international education conferences that had taken place this
year, including the International Conference on Education,
the World Conference on Higher Education, and the Sixth
International Conference on Adult Education.

Sectoral Commission, Natural, Social and Human Sciences
This Sectoral Commission also met in December and
discussed the results of the 35™ General Conference as they
related to the Natural, Social and Human Sciences. The
Secretary-General provided an overview of the major outcomes
of the General Conference and reported on the Joint Session
of the Natural Sciences and the Social and Human Sciences
Commissions that had focused on UNESCO and Global Action
for Climate Change. The Joint Session noted that climate
change should be discussed using a comprehensive approach
that reflected its scientific, social and ethical implications.
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Representatives of Fisheries and Oceans provided information
about the Ministerial Roundtable “Building Stewardship

for the Ocean: the Contribution of UNESCO to Responsible
Ocean Governance” and the Chair of the Sectoral Commission
provided additional information about the Natural Sciences
Programme Commission. Canada had co-sponsored a draft
resolution submitted by Germany on the contribution of
Biosphere Reserves to sustainable development and their role
as areas for mutual learning among communities, researchers,
managers and decision-makers at both the local and global
levels. Many of the countries that supported the resolution
intervened and spoke of Biosphere Reserves as valuable yet
under-utilized resources available to UNESCO.

The President of the Commission represented the Canadian
Delegation at the Programme Commission for the Social

and Human Sciences. The principal debate related to the
advisability of preparing a draft Universal Declaration of
Ethical Principles in Relation to Climate Change and it

was agreed that UNESCO would conduct a feasibility study
before proceeding with the preparation of a draft declaration.
The results of the feasibility study will be presented to

the Executive Board for its meeting in October 2010. In
discussing the celebrations for the 60™ anniversary of

the Universal Declaration for Human Rights, references
concerning the “right of access to water” caused concern
among many delegations and the Programme Commission
ultimately agreed on wording that referred to the relationship
between access to water and human rights.

Dr. Chad Gaffield, President of the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council, provided insights on the links
between the social and natural sciences in his presentation
“Connecting C.P. Snow’s Two Solitudes: Critical nexuses
between Social and Natural Sciences research in the face
of new global challenges”. The meeting also welcomed

a presentation by Gordon McBean, Chair of the Science
Committee of the Integrated Research on Disaster Risk
programme, an initiative co-sponsored by the International
Council for Science, the International Social Sciences Council
and the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.

These two presentations set the stage for trans-disciplinary
roundtable discussions on UNESCO’s four biennial priorities
in the Sciences. In addition to sharing information about
their own events and activities, participants were invited to
identify potential collaborators and exchange visions on one
of four priorities: policies and capacity-building in science,
technology and innovation for sustainable development
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and poverty eradication; sustainable management of
freshwater, ocean and terrestrial resources as well as
disaster preparedness and mitigation; responding to critical
global social challenges; and addressing emerging global
ethical issues.

Updates on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development, the International Year of Biodiversity and the
International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures as

well as on the work of UNESCO networks in Canada such as
the UNESCO Chairs, Biosphere Reserves and the Canadian
Coalition of Municipalities Against Racism and Discrimination
were also presented and discussed.

Sectoral Commission, Culture,

Communication and Information

This Sectoral Commission met in November and also focused
on the results of the General Conference where the Culture
Programme Commission considered two preliminary studies
related to the possibility of new standard-setting instruments,
one for the conservation of historic urban landscapes and

the other for the protection of indigenous and endangered
languages. The proposal related to historic urban landscapes
was approved, and work has begun to draft the text of the
Declaration. While there was support for the proposal to hold
an experts meeting to further consider a legal instrument for
indigenous and endangered languages, it was also decided
that this could only be done with extra-budgetary funding.
The Culture Commission also supported amendments to

the Statutes of the International Fund for the Promotion of
Culture, and held a lengthy debate that concluded with the
General Conference “taking note” of the Draft Declaration of
principles relating to objects displaced in connection with the
Second World War.

The Communication and Information Programme Commission
at the General Conference received reports on the activities

of two intergovernmental programmes, the International
Programme for the Development of Communication and the
Information for All Programme. It also focused its proceedings
on freedom of expression, democracy and peace, the safety of
journalists, the continuing importance of radio broadcasting,
the digital divide, and media and information literacy.

The General Conference endorsed the Multicultural Library
Manifesto presented by the International Federation of Library
Associations. The objective of this Manifesto is to encourage
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universal access to information in different languages as

a contributor to sustainable development. Many delegates
emphasized the importance of free access to information
through public libraries and the importance of libraries as
a means for migrants and refugees to maintain contact with
their cultural backgrounds.

The Sectoral Commission also received reports from the
UNESCO Chairs Network in Communications (ORBICOM)
based at the University of Québec at Montréal, the UNESCO
Chair in Cultural Heritage at Laval University, the UNESCO
Chair in Arts and Learning at Queen’s University, the Canada
Research Chair on Intangible Cultural Heritage at Cape Breton
University, and the Canada Research Chair in Heritage at
Laval University.

Pan-Canadian Youth Consultations

In preparation for the 6" UNESCO Youth Forum, held in Paris
from 1-3 October, and with the assistance of its Provincial
Youth Advisory Group (YAG) Coordinators, the Commission
organized provincial youth consultations in Nova Scotia,
Québec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia
and the Yukon. An online consultation questionnaire was also
made available to allow youth who were not able to attend the
consultations to provide input.

An estimated 130 young Canadians aged 16 to 32,
representing a broad range of experience and a number of
youth organizations, were selected to share their experiences,
identify common concerns and contribute to the work of the
Commission. Participants shared their vision and innovative
ideas on the main themes of this year’s Forum’s theme
“Investing Out of the Crisis: Towards a Partnership between
UNESCO and Youth Organizations”.

The resulting youth-led recommendations served, among
other things, to develop Canada’s position at the 2009 Youth
Forum. The recommendations will also be used to guide
youth-related activities at the Commission over the next

two years.
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5t World Environmental Education Congress, Montréal

The 5™ World Environmental Education Congress was held
in Montréal from 10-14 May. Organized under the theme

of “Earth, our common home”, the event, which was part

of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (DESD), aimed to link environmental education
to research on meaning and human identity, to social
innovation and to the development of public policy.

To achieve this objective, the 952 oral presentations,
roundtables, workshops, forums and symposiums dealt
with topics including health, the economy, urban planning,
educational institutions, heritage, ethics, ecological
identity and indigenous knowledge. Some 2,000 delegates
from 106 countries, working in universities as well as in
organizations, associations and national, regional and
international networks, participated.

Aline Bory-Adams, Chief of UNESCO’s Section for the United
Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development
(DESD), gave a short speech during a plenary session. The
Programme Officers, Natural Sciences and Social and Human
Sciences, also participated in the Congress.

The Université du Québec & Montréal (UQAM) and Ontario’s
Lakehead University organized the Congress in collaboration
with the Association québécoise pour la promotion de
I"éducation relative a I'environnement (AQPERE) and

the Canadian Network for Environmental Education and
Communication (EECOM). The Canadian Commission for
UNESCO was a key partner in the event along with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Secretariat
of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

The International Economic Forum of

the Americas — Conference of Montréal

The International Economic Forum of the Americas —
Conference of Montréal was founded 15 years ago to enhance
knowledge and awareness of the major issues relating to
economic globalization, with a particular emphasis on
relations between the Americas and other continents. It is

a major international event in Montréal, welcoming over
3000 participants and 150 speakers. UNESCO has been

one of the Forum’s international partners for the past several
years and Koichiro Matsuura, the former Director-General of
UNESCO, was a member of the Board of Governors. Other
sponsors include the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD), the Organisation internationale de
la francophonie (OIF), the Commonwealth Secretariat, the
Governments of Canada and Québec, and major corporations.
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This theme of this year’s Forum was “Adapting to a New World
Order”, with one day dedicated to each of four sub-themes:
Economy and Governance; Energy, Health and Sustainable
Development; International Trade and the Americas; and,
International Finance. During the day devoted to Energy,
Health and Sustainable Development, the Commission’s
President Michéle S. Jean hosted a table at the luncheon on
the theme “Sustainable Development in the 21 Century.” In
the afternoon Ms. Jean participated in the plenary session on
“Genomics: Towards a Revolution” organized in collaboration
with UNESCO and Génome Québec. Speakers at the session
included Hans d’Orville, Assistant Director-General for
Strategic Planning, UNESCO, and Luc Montagnier, President,
World Foundation for Aids Research and Prevention and the
2008 Nobel Prize co-Laureate for Medicine for his discovery
of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV).

Gifts for a Culture of Peace, Kingston

The conference “Gifts for a Culture of Peace” took place at
the Faculty of Education at Queen’s University, Kingston,

on 18-19 June, to promote and celebrate the International
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the
Children of the World (2001-2010) through the presentation
of a series of initiatives — or “gifts” — which demonstrate

a commitment to the principles and values of a culture of
peace. The event was sponsored by the Faculty of Education,
Queen’s University, the UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning at
Queen’s University, St. Lawrence College, the City of Kingston
and the Canadian Commission for UNESCO.

Approximately 100 people attended the event. At the opening
ceremony at Kingston City Hall, John E. Trent, Fellow of the
Centre on Governance at the University of Ottawa, delivered
the keynote address and a group of young musicians
performed a piece commissioned specifically for the event by
the National Arts Centre. Approximately 30 “gifts” from across
Canada were presented at the conference, grouped under six
themes: Arts and a Culture of Peace; Education and a Culture
of Peace; Environment, Science, Sustainable Communities
and a Culture of Peace; Health and a Culture of Peace; Social
Justice, Governance and a Culture of Peace; and Social and
Economic Inventions and a Culture of Peace.

The gifts included a wide diversity of initiatives such as The
Coalition of Music Education in Canada’s “Music Monday”,
an exhibition by Edward Burtynsky “Material World™ at the
Agnes Etherington Art Centre, War Toys into Peace Arts
from Vancouver; the Applied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training Program from Calgary, the Balkan Youth Primary
Health Care Policy Project, and Robin des Bois, a not-for-
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profit Montréal restaurant which distributes its profits to
charitable organizations.

The conference produced a DVD compilation of the gifts to
demonstrate what Canadians are doing to promote a culture
of peace and for use as an awareness-raising tool by schools
and groups working to promote peace. Katherine Berg, Special
Advisor to the Secretary-General, represented the Commission
at the event.

Advancing Interdisciplinary Research

in Singing (AIRS), St. John’s

AIRS is an interdisciplinary project on singing involving

70 researchers from across Canada and other countries. The
project, based at the University of Prince Edward Island and
led by Professor of Psychology Annabel J. Cohen, received

a $2.5 million Major Collaborative Research Grant (MCRG)
from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada (SSHRC) in 2009. Researchers are contributing and
sharing knowledge from the perspectives of numerous fields
of study, including social psychology, musicology, education
and medicine.

This year AIRS was invited by the organizers of the
“Phenomenon of Singing International Symposium VII”’

at Memorial University, Newfoundland, to present a pre-
conference panel on “Fostering cross-cultural understanding
through the power of singing.” The panel moderators were
AIRS Project Director Annabel Cohen and Larry O’Farrell,
UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning, Queens University, and
panelists included Félix Nato from Portugal and Lily Chen-
Hafteck, Kean University, New Jersey. One of the questions
examined by panelists was whether music can change
attitudes to cultural stereotypes among children, thereby
contributing to cross-cultural understanding.

The Commission sponsored the panel session, which
corresponded to UNESCO’s concern for the importance of
preserving and studying the world’s intangible heritage, in
this case the tradition of singing.

World Changing Careers Symposium in Vancouver

The World Changing Careers symposium brought together
young leaders and adult professionals from business,
government, NGOs, and educational institutions to explore
the potential of green jobs in creating a low-carbon economy.
Over the course of five days, world renowned keynote speakers
and workshop leaders discussed the innovation required to
create careers that will contribute to a sustainable future.
Participants were provided with information about how it is
possible to affect environmental change through their career

Annual Report of the Secretary-General | 2009-2010



paths. The Commission was a partner in the event and Marie-
Christine Lecompte, Programme Officer,Youth, represented
the Commission.

Global Youth Assembly, Edmonton

The Canadian Commission was again one of the partners at
the /gnite Change Now! Global Youth Assembly (GYA) that
offers youth the opportunity to explore how they can build
communities in their own way to advance peace and human
rights. The Assembly was attended by more than 700 youth
from across Canada and around the world. The Commission
had a booth at the event and also presented a workshop about
UNESCO, the Commission, the Youth Advisory Group and the
2009 UNESCO Youth Forum.

The keynote speaker was Craig Kielburger of Free the Children
who was introduced by Marie-Christine Lecompte, Programme
Officer, Youth, at the Commission. Other speakers included
Dr. Lloyd Axworthy, llona Dougherty, founder of Apathy is
Boring, Ocean Robbins from YES! Helping Visionary Young
Leaders Build a Better World, and Steven Leafloor of Blue
Print for Life that runs “social work through hiphop” program
in Canada’s inner cities.

Institut du Nouveau Monde Summer School, Québec City
The INM’s annual Summer School is a large-scale event that
brings together hundreds of young people between the ages
of 15 and 35. Held in a festive atmosphere, this citizenship
school combines educational, entrepreneurial, recreational
and artistic activities.

During this year’s Summer School, two members of the
Commission’s Youth Advisory Group, Yasmine Charara and
Jimmy Ung, presented a workshop on the role of UNESCO,
the Commission and the Youth Forum.

The Commission supported the presentation of a workshop
on education at the Summer School. This workshop brought
together several participants who discussed issues related to
education in Quebec and in Francophone countries.

Table ronde itinérante des Francophones et des Métis de
I'Ouest canadien [Travelling Roundtable of Francophones
and Métis of Western Canada], North Battleford

From 11-13 September, two of Saskatchewan’s key
communities met in North Battleford for the third edition of
the Table ronde itinérante des Francophones et des Métis de
I’Ouest canadien. The University of Regina’s Institut frangais
and the Assemblée communautaire fransaskoise (ACF) worked
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with the region’s French-speaking and Métis communities
to organize the event. Approximately sixty-five individuals
participated in various segments of the Roundtable.

Included among the activities were several workshops on
storytelling, genealogy, spiritual dialogue and music. Two short
films on the Métis by director André Gladu were presented.
The Travelling Roundtable also included lectures, notably
those by (i) Mathias Bizimana, Program Officer, Culture, of
the Commission on the importance of intangible cultural
heritage in the rapprochement of communities and the

need to celebrate the year 2010, which was declared the
International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures; (ii) Paul
L.A.H. Chartrand on the Michif language and nationalism, and
(iit) Wilfrid Denis on Inclusive Citizenship for Saskatchewan’s
Francophone and Métis communities.

Canadian Public Arts Funders Professional

Development Meeting on Arts and Learning, St. John’s
The Commission was invited to participate in a professional
development meeting organized by the Canadian Public Arts
Funders (CPAF) in St. John’s, Newfoundland, on 17-18
September. CPAF, which includes public arts funders from
the provinces and territories and the Canada Council for the
Arts, organizes periodic professional development meetings
to facilitate knowledge exchanges with peers, discussions
about programmes and policies, and explorations of current
common challenges.

The theme of the meeting, hosted by the Newfoundland

and Labrador Arts Council, was “Arts and Learning”.
Representatives of nine provincial and territorial arts funding
bodies were present along with representatives of the Canada
Council for the Arts. Participants discussed the mission, goals
and objectives of their respective programmes, the assessment
of applications and how programmes were evaluated. A topic
of special interest concerned partnerships, particularly with
Ministries of Education and this was explored through a panel
discussion which included an Assistant Deputy Minister of

the Department of Education of Newfoundland and Labrador,
a representative of the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts
Council, a writer with years of experience as an artist going
into schools and a teacher who uses the arts in the classroom.
Their exploration of the necessary partnership between the
various stakeholders, including the Ministry, arts funding body,
teachers and the community provided valuable insights into
the requirements for a successful collaboration.

Annual Report of the Secretary-General | 2009-2010



Katherine Berg, Special Advisor to the Secretary-General,
represented the Commission at the meeting and provided an
international perspective through updates on UNESCO’s work
in arts education.

Queen’s University International Affairs Association, Kingston
The Queen’s University International Affairs Association is a
student-run, not-for-profit organization devoted to the study

of and dialogue about international affairs. It provides its
members with practical experiences through which they can
explore various aspects pf international affairs though hosting
conferences, speakers’ series, publication of a journal, and
participation in Model United Nations conferences.

The Secretary-General was invited to participate in this year’s
speaker series and to talk about UNESCO’s work in education,
particularly in Africa. In his presentation, the Secretary-
General spoke about the role of education in development and
poverty eradication, gender issues, the specific challenges

of education in post-conflict situations, teacher training and
teacher shortages, the impact of HIV/AIDS and the role of
education in prevention and mitigation, and the importance
of quality education. UNESCO’s work to address these
challenges through technical and vocational education,
governance and management of the education sector, the
importance of mother language instruction, and South-South
cooperation was also highlighted.

Minister’s Round Table on Parks Canada, Toronto

Parks Canada administers a system of 42 national parks,
167 national historic sites and three national marine
conservation areas. Every two years, a group of Canadians

is selected to help set future directions for Parks and to
provide their feedback on its performance by participating in
the Minister’s Round Table on Parks Canada. This year the
Secretary-General was invited to be one of the participants.

The Minister’s Round Table was held on 20 November in
Toronto and was attended by approximately 40 individuals
representing a diverse group of stakeholders including the
Toronto and Calgary Zoos and the Vancouver Aquarium,
representatives of the Trans-Canada Trail, Nature Conservancy,
Canadian Autoworkers, Via Rail, Canadian Geographic Society,
YMCA, Heritage Canada Foundation, tourism organizations,
youth, and non-governmental organizations.

The participants discussed three themes: what connects us

to Canada; inspiring all Canadians to connect with nature and
history; and, mobilizing Canadians to support the conservation
of our national treasures. Numerous suggestions for improving
the overall state of the national parks and historic sites

24 CANADIAN COMMISSION FOR UNESCO
Annual Report of the Secretary-General | 2009-2010



were forthcoming including the use of social media, a parks
passport system, loyalty programmes, podcasts, enhanced
virtual experiences including moving to web 2.0, new and
more strategic partnerships, the need to go beyond being a
government brand, the need for urban national parks, better
coordination with national historic sites that are not under
the direct control of Parks Canada, a stronger advocacy
role, better leverage of resources including cost-sharing
arrangements with the private sector, and enhanced tax

incentives to encourage individual donations to national parks.

International Institute for Child’s

Rights and Development, Victoria

The Commission co-sponsored a YouthScape-led public
forum entitled “Change Starts with Youth” in Victoria on

27 November. The purpose of the forum was to celebrate
the 20™ Anniversary of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) by engaging people in how
YouthScape is bringing the CRC to life in their communities.
The YouthScape approach recognizes that implementing the
CRC requires engaging youth and adults in shared decision
making and bringing multiple stakeholders together. The
forum’s objectives were to bring together organizations

to share experiences about supporting young people’s
participation within their local communities and to engage
participants in dialogue on what can be done to engage
young people as community builders.

Approximately 40 diverse participants including staff and
youth from the seven community pilot sites, national partners
and advisory members and other special guests took part

in this event, including several of the Commission’s Youth
Advisory Group members.

YouthScape, a project led by the International Institute for
Child’s Rights and Development, engages young people,
especially those who are seen as excluded or marginalized, in
community development projects and partnerships to create
stronger communities. It also draws on the results of research
done through UNESCO’s Growing Up in Cities research action
project in Canada and abroad.

Third Canadian Arts and Learning Symposium, Toronto
The Third Canadian Arts and Learning Symposium took
place at The Royal Conservatory from 2—-4 December. It
followed on previous meetings organized at the University
of Ottawa (2007) and Queen’s University (2008) that
addressed the major themes discussed at the first UNESCO
World Conference on Arts Education, held in 2006, Lisbon,
Portugal, and worked on developing an action plan for
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Canadian arts education. The Kingston event saw the approval
in principle of a Canadian Network for Arts and Learning, a
broad informal network of stakeholders interested in raising
awareness of arts and learning.

The Third Symposium continued discussions on the themes
of research, networking and advocacy in arts and learning,
and the preparation of Canadian contributions for the second
World Conference on Arts Education being held in Seoul,
Korea, in May 2010. Dan Baron Cohen from Brazil, President
of the International Drama/Theatre and Education Association
(IDEA), was the keynote speaker, and focused his remarks on
networking. Anne Bamford, author of “The Wow Factor: global
research compendium on the impact of the arts in education”,
published for UNESCO in 2006, spoke via video from the
United Kingdom, about her research.

The Symposium was also a Regional Summit of the World
Alliance for Arts Education (WAAE), a newly formed global
alliance of professional arts educators composed of the
International Drama/Theatre and Education Association
(IDEA), the International Society for Music Education (ISME),
the International Society for Education through Art (INSEA),
and the World Dance Alliance (WDA).The current president of
INSEA is University of British Columbia Professor Rita Irwin,
and the Past President of IDEA is Larry O’Farrell, holder of
the UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning. The WAAE, under
the presidency of Dan Baron Cohen, is seeking to formalize
its relationship with UNESCO as a non-governmental
organization.

The Commission, which has participated actively in
developing Canadian responses to Lisbon and the preparations
for Seoul, was a sponsor of the Symposium and the Secretary-
General moderated a session on advocacy.The Seoul
Conference is included in UNESCO’s Programme and Budget
for 2010-2011, and arts education is specifically mentioned
in Recommendation #4 of the 2009 UNESCO World Report
Investing in Cultural Diversity and Intercultural Dialogue
(2009).

Asia Pacific Foundation 25@25 Contest

25@25 is an online video contest that was launched to
celebrate the 25" anniversary of the Asia Pacific Foundation.
A cross-section of young Canadians were invited to submit
videos that demonstrate what they think and care about
when it comes to Canada’s future with Asia. The contest
sought to reach youth across Canada through strong
partnerships with postsecondary, new media/art, and heritage
community groups.
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The Foundation asked young Canadians what they considered
to be the 25 most important issues facing the future of
Canada-Asia relations. The 25@25 contest highlights

several important intersecting areas of interest between

the Foundation and the Commission, such as education,
youth engagement, sustainable development, inter-cultural
dialogue, diversity, and finding effective ways to mobilize and
facilitate participation through the use of new information
communication media. A total of 35 high quality video entries
were received, addressing topics such as cultural identity,
immigration, language, cross-cultural exchange, green
technology, food education and human rights.

The contest was sponsored by the HSBC Bank of Canada,
Omni TV and the Canadian Commission for UNESCO. The
Commission also circulated information about it through the
pan-Canadian youth network.

Drafting Committee for the YAG Plan of Action

In mid-January 2010, six YAG members from across the
country met in Ottawa to draft a Plan of Action for the
Commission’s Youth Advisory Group. Under the supervision of
the Programme Officer, Youth, members based the elements
of the plan on recommendations adopted at the UNESCO
Youth Forum in early October 2009. The Plan of Action also
stemmed from the summer’s Canada-wide youth consultations
and resulting recommendations. The objective of the Plan of
Action is to ensure a follow up to these events by identifying
viable actions to implement the recommendations in a
tangible manner.

Célébrons la biodiversité [let’s celebrate

biodiversity] in collaboration with L’Arsenal

Between September 2009 and January 2010, I’Arsenal,

a theatre and music organization, collaborated with the
Supporting Montréal Schools Program, the Montréal Biodome,
the Groupe uni des éducateurs-naturalistes et professionnels
en environnement (GUEPE) and the Canadian Commission
for UNESCO to carry out a project called “Célébrons la
biodiversité”. This initiative was part of the Canadian launch
of the International Year of Biodiversity 2010 and the United
Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development
2004-2014.

Through an artistic and scientific approach, this educational
and creative project helped 700 children from disadvantaged
communities become more aware of biodiversity. At school,
students were visited by GUEPE animators who introduced
issues related to biodiversity. Following the presentation,
students visited the Biodome where they were asked to think
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in a scientific way about the importance of preserving the
world they live in. Each class documented its approach using
photographs, sculptures, drawings and texts.

The project culminated on 22 January with an exhibition
of the students’ work. On the same day, the children also
attended a performance of The Ark at Salle Pierre-Mercure.
The Sainte-Germaine-Cousin UNESCO Associated School
was one of thirteen Montréal schools that participated

in the event. The event was held on the same day as the
international launch of the Year of Biodiversity at UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris.

Governor General’s Olympic Truce, Vancouver

At the invitation of Rideau Hall, the Commission identified
seven members of the Youth Advisory Group to represent the
Commission at the Governor General’s Olympic Truce Youth
Dialogue, a special event organized in conjunction with the
Vancouver 2010 Indigenous Youth Gathering. Her Excellency
the Right Honourable Michaélle Jean addressed a diverse
crowd of nearly 500 young leaders from across Canada, during
which she focused on the theme of excellence, camaraderie
and sportsmanship of the world’s athletes, and their ability to
inspire peace by pursuing the values of friendship and respect
across cultures through the Olympic movement. Several other
dignitaries including His Serene Highness Prince Albert Il of
Monaco, Canadian astronaut Julie Payette, Pascal Couchepin,
Grand Témoin de la Francophonie, Assembly of First Nations
National Chief Shawn Atleo, and Justice Murray Sinclair,
Chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
provided their perspective on the themes of embracing
differences and promoting unity.

The four host First Nations of the Vancouver Olympics — the
Lil’'wat, Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh peoples

— welcomed Canada’s young leaders and encouraged a safe
space for dialogue and discussion. At the conclusion of

the formal presentations, many youth from the audience
spoke passionately about issues affecting them and their
communities including drug addiction, abuse, poverty and
racism. Angie Mapara, a member of the Youth Advisory Group,
spoke about working to reduce youth violence and promoting
a culture of peace through peer to peer training in conflict
resolution. The event was webcast live across Canada and in
the United Kingdom.

World Heritage and the Ideals of the United

Nations, Roundtable, Université de Montréal

The UNESCO Convention Concerning the Protection of
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972) is almost
universal in it applications as 186 of the 193 Member
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States of UNESCO are signatories. As the Convention
approaches its 40™ anniversary, aspects of its application
are being reconsidered including the representativity of the
World Heritage List, criteria for inscription, the use of the
“In Danger” listing, and the de-listing of inscribed sites.

Organized by Christina Cameron, Canada Research Chair on
Built Heritage, School of Architecture at the University of
Montréal, in collaboration with the United Nations Association
of Canada, Greater Montréal, the round table included
presentations by Ms. Cameron, Herb Stovel, Associate
Professor and Coordinator of the Heritage Conservation
Program at Carleton University, Ottawa, and Larry Ostola,
Director-General, National Historic Parks, Parks Canada.
Their presentations focused on the concept of “outstanding
universal value”, the process for sites to be inscribed on the
List, and the role of States Party to the Convention and the
World Heritage Committee. The Secretary-General acted as
moderator, and the President of the Commission, Michéle S.
Jean, made concluding remarks.

The roundtable was sponsored by the University of Montréal,
the United Nations Association of Canada, Greater Montréal,
the City of Montréal, Desnoyers Mercure and Associates
Architects, Montréal International, the Montréal Council

on Foreign Relations, the Canadian International Council,
Montréal, and the Commission.

Mathieu Da Costa Challenge

The Mathieu Da Costa Challenge, led by Citizenship and
Immigration Canada, is a national writing and artwork
competition for youth aged 9 to 18 that encourages them to
learn about Canada’s cultural diversity. Using their creativity,
students highlight the contributions that people from
diverse ethno-cultural backgrounds have made to Canada,
demonstrating the important role that pluralism has in

our society.

Marie-Christine Lecompte, the Commission’s Programme
Officer, Youth, was invited to be a member of the final
selection committee when it met in Ottawa on 8-9 March.
Winners were selected from three age groups (9 to 12, 13 to
15 and 16 to 18) in three categories: original piece of writing
in English; original piece of writing in French; and original
piece of artwork. Winners received an all-expenses paid trip
to Ottawa where they were recognized at an awards ceremony
on 26 April. The Commission provided moral support for this
event in the context of the United Nations International Year
for the Rapprochement of Cultures.
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12" National Metropolis Conference, Montréal

The 12" National Metropolis Conference was held in Montréal
from 18-21 March under the banner of “Immigration and
Diversity: Crossroads of Cultures, Engine of Economic
Development.”

The Conference led to numerous exchanges pertaining to
questions about immigrants’ economic conditions, manpower
needs and the issues of inclusion and cultural diversity. These
guestions were discussed in workshops, roundtables and
plenary sessions organized around six themes: Citizenship
and social, cultural, linguistic and civic integration; Economic
integration and integration into the workforce; Families,
children and young people; Role of communities welcoming
newcomers and members of minorities; Justice, police and
security; Housing, neighbourhood life and environment.

The Programme Officer, Social and Human Sciences,
participated in this conference which highlighted many of
its partners’ initiatives.

Canadian Launch of the 2010 UNESCO Global

Monitoring Report on Education for All, Ottawa

The Education for All (EFA) Global Monitoring Report is
published annually by UNESCO and reports on the progress
made toward the achievement of the six EFA Goals adopted
by 163 countries in Dakar in 2000. In collaboration with
the Canadian Global Campaign for Education (CGCE) and
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the
Commission co-hosted the Canadian launch of the 2010
Global Monitoring Report, Reaching the marginalized, at
the Delegation of the Ismaili Imamat, Aga Khan Foundation
Canada, on 22 March.

The Report warns that the aftershock of the global financial
crisis threatens to deprive millions of children in the world’s
poorest countries of an education. With 72 million children
still out of school, a combination of slower economic growth,
rising poverty and budget pressures could reverse the gains
of the past decade. Since 1999, the number of children not
attending school has fallen by 33 million, and more children
are completing primary school. Maintaining these results,
however, will be put at risk particularly in poor countries if
their governments fail to address inequalities and if donor
countries do not deliver on their pledges.

The launch was hosted by the Aga Khan Foundation Canada,
and featured Kevin Watkins, Director of the Global Monitoring
Report, who presented the highlights of the 2010 Report.
Khalil Shariff, CEO of the Aga Khan Foundation Canada, and
the Secretary-General also made introductory remarks.
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These presentations were followed by a panel discussion with
Carol Bellamy, Chair, Education for All Fast Track Initiative,
Rosemary McCarney, President and CEO, Plan Canada,
Marie-Josée Fortin, Director of International Programs, ACCC,
Andrew Parkin, Director-General, Council of Ministers of
Education, Canada, and Lesley Tettey, National Coordinator,
Ghanaian National Education Coalition.

Geoparks in Canada

Geoparks are nationally protected areas characterized by
significant geological heritage and dedicated to conservation,
education, and geotourism. The overall goal of Geoparks is
to integrate the preservation of geological heritage within

a strategy for sustainable socio-economic and cultural
development, while safeguarding the environment.

In 2009, following increasing interest in Geoparks in

Canada, the Canadian Committee for Geoparks, reporting to
the Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences, was created to
facilitate the formation of Geoparks in Canada. The committee
consists of representatives from the federal, provincial and
territorial governments, academia and civil society. One of the
first deliverables of the committee has been the development
of guidelines for developing Geoparks in Canada, for inclusion
in the Global Geoparks Network. The Commission is an
observer to the committee.

As an interdisciplinary network of sites collaborating to

study the Earth System while sustaining local communities,
UNESCO supports the Global Geoparks Network and
coordinates its Secretariat. The Global Geoparks Network
works in close collaboration with UNESCO’s World Heritage
Center, the Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) and its
World Network of Biosphere Reserves, and organizations active
in geological heritage conservation. The first North American
Geopark submitted as candidate to the Global Geoparks
Network is the Stonehammer Geopark based in Saint John,
New Brunswick.

The Canadian Commission and UNESCO Publications
This year the Commission was invited to provide articles
and submissions profiling its work for a number of UNESCO
publications including:

SHS Views — the magazine of the Social and Human Sciences
Sector. The January—March edition featured an article on the
Canadian Coalition of Municipalities Against Racism that
showcased the “dynamism” of the work of Windsor, Ontario
and Edmonton, Alberta for the Windsor United! festival and
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the “Racism Free Edmonton Action Plan.” Ten thousand
copies of SHS Views are published quarterly and it is also
available on UNESCO’s website.

Success Stories — Partnerships between National Commissions
for UNESCO, Civil Society and UNESCO Programme Networks
— National Commissions for UNESCO were invited to submit
success stories that illustrate effective cooperation with
partners and stakeholders within, and outside their countries.
The Commission submitted two success stories: one involving
the uniquely Canadian approach to UNESCO Biosphere
Reserves that includes partnerships with the private sector,
and the other about the grass roots development of the
Coalition of Municipalities Against Racism and Discrimination.

Architecture of National Commissions for UNESCO — This
booklet was first produced in 2003 to provide information
about the “structural arrangements” of National Commissions.
The information it contains addresses the legal status,
mandate, membership, organizational structure, and
composition of the Secretariat of National Commissions.

It also contains detailed information sheets on the status,
structure and resources of selected National Commissions.
The Canadian Commission was included in the 2003
publication and is again featured in the revised edition
published in the autumn of 2009.
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WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY, 3 MAY

In 1992, UNESCO declared 3 May as World Press Freedom
Day to recognize, and draw attention to, freedom of expression
and the dangers faced by journalists in reporting the news.

In 2008, 87 journalists were killed, while a further 31 were
kidnapped, and 673 were physically attacked or threatened
with violence while doing their jobs.

Again this year, the Commission celebrated World Press
Freedom Day in conjunction with the Canadian Committee
for World Press Freedom and presented the Canadian Press
Freedom Award and the award for the 9™ International
Editorial Cartoon Competition. Over 175 people attended
this year’s event.

Daniel Leblanc, a reporter for the Globe and Mail who faces
judicial censure for protecting a confidential source that
helped uncover the sponsorship scandal, won the Press
Freedom Award. The award is presented annually to a
journalist who demonstrates extraordinary courage in pursuing
the news through dangerous or difficult circumstances.

Mr. Leblanc received information from a confidential source
that led him to reveal the sponsorship scandal five years

ago. The Government of Canada is currently suing Group
Polygone for the $35 million that was paid to them under the
sponsorship program. As part of these proceedings, Group
Polygone is demanding to know the identity of the source that
provided the information. A Quebec Superior Court judge has
ordered Mr. Leblanc to provide information about his source
but he has refused to do so. By protecting his source he now
faces contempt of court charges and sanctions that include
fines and imprisonment.
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Aristides Esteban Hernandez Guerrero of Cuba won first

prize in the 9™ International Editorial Cartoon Competition
held under the theme Protecting Privacy? The Canadian
Commission awarded certificates to both the winners, and the
President, Michéle S. Jean, was one of the featured speakers.

The World Press Freedom Awards are sponsored by the
Canadian Commission for UNESCO, Canadian Newspaper
Association, Air Canada, Brewers Association of Canada,
CIDA, Delta Media, Rights and Democracy, Hill Times/
Embassy, Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Sun, TELUS, and
Le Droit.

WORLD PHILOSOPHY DAY, 26 NOVEMBER

Within the framework of World Philosophy Day 2009, and in
partnership with the philosophy department of the Université
du Québec a Montréal (UQAM), the UNESCO Chair in
Studies of philosophic foundations of justice and democratic
society organized a study day on the theme “What place

for philosophy? The program of ethics and religious culture
(ERC) one year later”, with teachers from Québec CEGEPs
and universities.

The day was divided into three panels on the topics of
“Purposes and general orientations of the ERC program”,
“Ethics in the ERC program” and “The training of
teachers: what place for philosophy?” A roundtable was
also held on the topic of “The ERC program one year later:
philosophy challenges”.

The Programme Officer, Social and Human Sciences,
presented a brief opening address about World Philosophy
Day and the dialogue between cultures.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION
OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, 21 MARCH

i.  Racism. Stop It! National Video Competition

The Racism. Stop [t! National Video Competition is part of
Canada’s 21 March campaign against racial discrimination.
The United Nations designated 21 March as the International
Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination in 1966, and
Canada was one of the first countries to support this initiative.
The first annual campaign against racial discrimination

was launched in 1989, and in 1996, the Racism. Stop It!
National Video Competition became a key event in that
campaign.

Youth between 12 and 20 years of age are eligible to enter
the competition by creating a short video presenting their
thoughts about eliminating racism. Ten videos were chosen
as winners by a panel of judges that included Marie-Christine
Lecompte, Programme Officer, Youth, with the Commission.
The winning videos were broadcast on national television, and
the top 50 were posted on YouTube.

The Racism. Stop [t! National Video Competition was
organized by Citizenship and Immigration Canada in
partnership with Panasonic, the National Film Board of
Canada, VRAK.TV, Muchmusic, United Nations Association
in Canada and the Canadian Commission.
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ii. National Film Board of Canada “Work

for All, Mobile-izing Anti-Racism”
The National Film Board of Canada “Work for All, Mobile-
izing Anti-Racism” initiative was launched in the context of
the International Day for the Elimination of Racism. Each
week, for a ten-week period, a new film that addressed racism
in the workplace, or systemic racism, was highlighted. The
initiative also seeks to promote discussion and engagement
with digital media and mobile communication to help combat
the racism faced by visible minorities and Aboriginal people in
their places of work. The Canadian Commission for UNESCO,
the Canadian Race Relations Foundation and the Centre for
Race and Culture were partners of the initiative. Work for All
is produced by the National Film Board of Canada with the
Participation of Human Resources and Skills Development
Canada (HRSDC).

iii. Awareness Week for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination

Various stakeholders in the struggle to end racism and
discrimination came together to take part in a dialogue
between Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals. The discussion
was jointly organized by the Community-University Research
Alliance (CURA-ODENA), the Research and Knowledge
Network relating to Aboriginal Peoples (the DIALOG network),
the Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du
Québec, the Val D’Or Native Friendship Centre and the
Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue.

The day aimed at creating conditions for an exchange to better
understand the different perspectives — Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal — that are the basis for discussions about racism
and discrimination and their causes. The day stimulated a
collective reflection on ways to build equality and equity.
There was also a discussion on elements of an action plan that
will reflect this new collective understanding and the partners’
commitment to the initiative.
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INTERNATIONAL ADULT LEARNERS’ WEEK, 1-7 MARCH
International Adult Learners’ Week (IALW) was officially
launched by UNESCO in September 2000 and has been
celebrated in Canada since 2002. Again this year, the
Commission worked with Ministries of Education across
Canada and its other lifelong learning partners to celebrate
IALW from 1-7 March.

A particular focus of the events for this year’s International
Adult Learners’ Week in Canada was the call to action issued
at the Sixth International Conference on Adult Education
(CONFINTEA VI) in Belém, Brazil, in December 2009. The
CONFINTEA Framework of Action calls for equal access to
education for all people, especially the most vulnerable, as
inclusive education is fundamental to the achievement of
human, social and economic development. It also emphasizes
that effective policy, good governance, adequate financing,
inclusion, equity and the quality of education are all necessary
for both adults and young people to exercise their right to
education. The CONFINTEA VI Framework of Action also
calls for partnerships between governments, civil society

and the private sector to mobilize broad political support

and resources for adult education, particularly in the area

of literacy.

As part of the IALW 2010 celebration, the Commission
prepared a special magazine-style publication, entitled
Opening up the Possibilities, that reports on key ideas and
issues from CONFINTEA VI. The magazine features success
stories by and about adult learners in Canada, as well as ideas
and perspectives of partners in the adult learning community.
Approximately 18,000 copies of the magazine were
distributed across Canada and it is available for downloading
at the Commission’s website.
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7th Canadian ceremony honouring the L'Oréal-

UNESCO “For Women in Science” award winners

L’Oréal and UNESCO have been committed to the promotion
of women in science since 1998 when they founded the
“For Women in Science” partnership. This year, the “L’Oréal
Canada For Women in Science” program, with the support
of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, celebrated its
seventh anniversary at the French Embassy in Ottawa on

5 November, 2009.

Michéle Stanton Jean, President of the Commission,
presented the 2009 Canadian Research Excellence
Fellowships, which are worth $20,000 each and are awarded
to support exceptional post-doctoral research projects in
engineering and pure sciences. Hulya Guler (Experimental
High-Energy Physics) from McGill University and Jennifer
McKelvie (Environmental Geochemistry) from the University
of Toronto were the recipients. In her speech, Ms. Jean
mentioned the recent appointments of women to the highest
levels of UNESCO.

Mentoring fellowships, designed for talented women scientists
to share their passion for the sciences with young girls from

6 to 17 years old, were awarded to Marie-Pier Lecours, PhD
candidate in Veterinary Science (microbiology) at Université
de Montréal, Janice Ting, PhD candidate in Philosophy
(evolution and ecology) at the University of Toronto, and
Sarah Wilson, PhD candidate in Evolution and Ecology (plant
science and geography) at McGill University.

Eugenia Kumacheva, 2009 winner of the International Award
for North America, was the guest of honour.

Canada-Wide Science Fair, Winnipeg

The Canada-Wide Science Fair (CWSF), organized by the
Youth Science Foundation, is the largest extra-curricular youth
activity related to science and technology in the country.

Each year, it brings together some 450 top young scientists
who have been chosen from nearly 100 regional science and
technology fairs held across Canada.

The Commission again sponsored the “Canadian Commission
for UNESCO Award for Science for Peace and Development”
for an outstanding project addressing science in the service
of humanity (including basic human needs, the environment
and sustainable development, peace and conflict resolution,
science education, science and policy or science and ethics).
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This year’s winner was Corey Harrison of Winnipeg, for his
project “Utilizing Wind and Solar Power.” He chose this
project in response to the challenges of global warming and
the need to develop alternate sources of energy. Mr. Ray
Frey, President of the Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve,
represented the Commission as a member of the jury for
the Prize.

As the winner of the Commission’s award, Corey Harrison
participated as a member of Team Canada in the Expo-
Sciences Internationale (ESI), an event organised by MILSET
(French acronym for the International Movement for Leisure
Activities in Science and Technology), held in July in Tunisia.
MILSET promotes youth engagement in science through

a non-competitive science project exhibition and strongly
supports the development of excellence in youth science by
focussing on the global nature of science and technology,
the importance of networking, collaboration, and effectively
communicating science.

With a significant new donation provided by the Nuclear Waste
Management Organization (NWMO) together with funding
from the Province of Ontario, Hydro-Québec and the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO, Youth Science Canada was able

to help 46 students from Ontario, Québec, New Brunswick,
Manitoba and Saskatchewan to participate in the 2009 Team
Canada-MILSET Expo-Sciences International in Tunisia.

At the closing of the MILSET Expo-Sciences International,
Team Canada-MILSET was awarded the Enrique Padilla
Award, recognizing the best delegation at the biennial
international youth science event. The team was selected on
the basis of the quality of their projects, team organization,
spirit, and their overall contribution to the Expo, which hosted
nearly 1000 young scientists from over 40 countries.
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MEMORY OF THE WORLD

UNESCO established the Memory of the World Programme

in 1992 to recognize documentary heritage of international,
regional and national significance. Much of the Memory of the
World resides in libraries, archives, museums, and the Memory
of the World Programme works on the assumption that some
items or collections of documentary heritage are part of the
collective inheritance of all people, in the same way as sites
of “outstanding universal value” are included in the UNESCO
World Heritage List. Items or collections considered to be part
of the Memory of the World are eligible for inscription in the
International Register.

In 2007, the first two collections in Canadian archives were
included in the International Register: the Hudson’s Bay
Company Archives, in the Provincial Archives of Manitoba,

and the archives of the Séminaire du Québec which forms part
of the collections of the Musée de la civilisation (Québec).

The most recent Canadian addition to the Register is the
animated short film Neighbours (1952) directed and produced
by celebrated film-maker Norman McLaren. The film tells the
story of two men who fight over a flower and ultimately kill
each others’ families and themselves. Produced during the
Cold War as a reaction to the Korean War, Neighbours offers

a strong anti-war message and a call for peace. The message
of Neighbours is universally accessible because there is

no dialogue.

The nomination was submitted to the Canadian Commission
for UNESCO by the Audio-Visual Preservation Trust of

Canada and reviewed by an ad-hoc committee of experts who
recommended that the submission be sent to UNESCO’s
International Advisory Committee for the Memory of the World
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Programme. On the recommendation of this Committee, the
Director-General of UNESCO agreed to inscribe Neighbours in
the International Registry.

UNESCO CHAIRS IN CANADA

The UNESCO / UNITWIN Programme establishes UNESCO
Chairs at institutions of higher education to encourage inter-
university cooperation and to serve as a means of capacity
building through the exchange of knowledge and North-South
and South-South cooperation. The main participants are
universities and research institutions whose functions as
Chairs include teaching, training, research and community
outreach. There are currently 655 Chairs involving 770
institutions in 127 countries and thousands of academics,
scholars and graduate students.

To facilitate follow-up, the Canadian Commission is asking
Chairs to keep it informed of its relations with UNESCO
and its activities. In this way, the Commission will better be
able to facilitate linkages between the Chairs and UNESCO
to reinforce their development and the implementation of
UNESCO priorities. A first meeting of Canadian UNESCO
Chairs is taking place at the Commission’s Annual General
Meeting in Quebec City in May 2010.

In collaboration with the Canada Council for the Arts, the
Commission also finalized its application procedures for
Chair applications, its policies for peer review, and conflict of
interest guidelines for peer assessors of applications. These
policies were in place for this year’s applications.

A list of the current UNESCO Chairs in Canada is found in
Annex VI.
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MAN AND THE BIOSPHERE

Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Biosphere
Reserves Association, Lac St-Pierre Biosphere Reserve

The 2009 Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Biosphere
Reserves Association (CBRA) was held in Lac St-Pierre
Biosphere Reserve, Québec, from 3-5 June. Following a

brief visit to the Biosphere Reserve, including the newly
inaugurated interpretation center Biophare, agenda items of
the CBRA Business Meeting included the President’s Report,
the ratification of amended CBRA bylaws and election of a
new Board of Directors. Dominique Potvin, Programme Officer,
Natural Sciences, provided updates on the Commission’s
activities, new designations, and completed and upcoming
periodic reviews.

Ketchum Canada Inc, a consulting firm assisting CBRA in

the development of fundraising policies, provided strategic
suggestions on fundraising and awareness building, including
the possibility of creating an endowment. A Strategic Planning
Session was also held for both CBRA Board Members and
Biosphere Reserve coordinators to identify priorities for the
coming year.

The Manicouagan-Uapishka Biosphere

Reserve’s Mobilization Forum, Baie-Comeau

Held in Baie-Comeau from 17-19 June, the Mobilization
Forum of the Manicouagan-Uapishka Biosphere Reserve
(RMBMU) aimed to create a common vision of the region’s
future, encourage new actions and validate the elements of
the RMBMU'’s strategic plan. The event coincided with the
opening of the Garden of the Glaciers exploration station, a
virtual multimedia expedition that immerses visitors in the
issue of glaciers and climate change.

Michéle S. Jean, President of the Commission, gave the
opening and closing speeches and also participated in the
raising of the United Nations flag. The forum called upon
local, national and international visionaries, including Meriem
Bouamrane, UNESCO MAB programme specialist, and
Djafarou Ali Tiomoko, Director of the Pendjari National Park
Biosphere Reserve in Benin, to inspire the participants with
their ideas and commitment.
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To take advantage of the presence of distinguished

foreign guests and encourage the sharing of expertise and
experiences, the Commission coordinated a series of meetings
with the Pendjari National Park Biosphere Reserve, focussing
on solar installations (Charlevoix Biosphere Reserve, Parc
national des Hautes-Gorges-de-la-Riviere-Malbaie) and on
organic cotton (FibrEthik). A meeting at the Ministére des
relations internationales du Québec was held in Québec

City on 22 June to call attention to the international
network of Biosphere Reserves and explore the possibilities
for partnerships with provincial departments and other
interested groups.

Federal Investment in Canadian Biosphere Reserves

On 16 July, Gord Brown, Member of Parliament for Leeds-
Grenville, on behalf of Canada’s Environment Minister Jim
Prentice, joined representatives from the Canadian Biosphere
Reserves Association, the Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve
and the Canadian Commission for UNESCO to announce

$5 million in funding over five years to support Biosphere
Reserves in Canada and the Canadian Biosphere Reserves
Association (CBRA)

The Government of Canada’s financial support will facilitate
activities and projects led by Canadian biosphere reserves
related to conservation, sustainable development and capacity
building. It will help Biosphere Reserves to co-ordinate
projects such as environmental monitoring, promoting
sustainable tourism, facilitating sustainable agriculture,
raising public awareness on sustainable development and
promoting sustainable economic activities.

Addresses at the press conference were made by former
CBRA-Chair Richard Murzin, Karina Mullaly, Executive
Director of CBRA, Gary Clarke and Don Ross on behalf of
Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve, and the Secretary-General.
Press conferences and events were later held in Biosphere
Reserves across the country to highlight the announcement.
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CANADIAN COALITION OF MUNICIPALITIES
AGAINST RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION

Development of an Action Plan for Winnipeg

The City of Winnipeg'’s Citizen Equity Committee organized

a consultative meeting that brought together approximately
60 citizens and representatives of different organizations to
discuss the development of an Action Plan against racism
and discrimination. The participants included two City
Councilors, members of Winnipeg’s Citizen Equity Committee,
police officers and representatives from the HRSDC

Regional Office, the Manitoba Human Rights Commission,
the Canadian Race Relations Foundation, the Manitoba
Ethnocultural Advisory and Advocacy Council, the Institute of
Urban Studies at the University of Winnipeg, the Aboriginal
Student Centre, University of Manitoba, Ka Ni Kanichihk and
Accueil francophone. Numerous Aboriginal people and youth
also attended.

The development of an Action Plan is part of every city’s
engagement in the Canadian Coalition of Municipalities
against Racism and Discrimination, and this meeting allowed
for exchanges on issues related to racism and discrimination
and ideas for solutions. The outcomes of the workshop will

be used to develop a CMARD Action Plan for Winnipeg, draft
the Winnipeg Anti-Racism, Discrimination and Hate Crime
Strategy, and approve the wording of the Winnipeg Declaration
on Racism, Discrimination and Hate Crime.

The Programme Officer, Social and Human Sciences,
presented an overview of the Coalition at the meeting. In line
with CMARD’s vision on the importance of drawing on existing
good practices and sharing knowledge, the Commission
facilitated the participation of a Councilor from the City of
Thunder Bay who presented the process it used to develop

a Plan of Action.
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“Enhancing the Role of Municipalities Against

Racism and Discrimination” Roundtables, Toronto

An experts’ roundtable was organized by the Canadian Race
Relations Foundation, the Ontario Human Rights Commission
and the York University Centre for Public Policy and Law

on January 28 in Toronto. It provided a unique forum for
experts and stakeholders from Ontario to discuss policies,
programs and strategies on antiracism, and was part of a
larger process aimed at creating a ‘Best Practices’ manual for
municipalities to counter racism using practical tools. The
Programme Officer, Social and Human Sciences, participated
in this event.

UNESCO’S ASSOCIATED SCHOOLS
PROJECT NETWORK

The first meeting of UNESCO’s Associated Schools Project
Network’s Ad Hoc Committee took place in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, on 25 May, 2009. The establishment of this
committee was the result of a recommendation from
participants at ASPnet’s national meeting, which was held

in Saskatoon, on 8 May, 2008. The Ad Hoc Committee’s
mandate is to develop an action plan aimed at strengthening
ASPnet at the national level and to oversee its implementation
for 2009-2015.

The Ad Hoc Committee includes three of ASPnet’s founding
provinces and is represented by Marie-Josée Rousse (Centrale
des syndicats du Québec, Montréal, Quebec), Robert Mazzotta
(Alberta Teachers’ Association, Edmonton, Alberta) and
committee chairman Gareth Neufeld (Principal, Munroe Junior
High School, Winnipeg, Manitoba). The three Committee
members have a two-year mandate. ASPnet’s national
coordinator is a member of the committee.

The second Committee meeting was held in Québec City
from 8-10 October.

In 2009, the Committee specifically examined the validity

of the three levels of ASPnet’s structure (candidate school,
national school, international school). The structure was
developed and implemented in 2001 following a Canada-wide
consultation carried out in collaboration with the German,
Swiss, Norwegian and French Associated Schools Networks.
The structure was also created in accordance with one of

the Doha recommendations which emphasized quality over
quantity. Although the recommendation is still a priority

for the Canadian ASPnet (52 schools since Canada joined
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in 2001), the Committee decided that it should examine
the relevance of the current structure and consider the
establishment of new and better-adapted criteria.

The Committee also discussed networking among schools

on the provincial, national and international levels and it
agreed that it was necessary to invest in a website that would
not only help the schools promote their activities but would
also encourage networking on study topics chosen by the
classes (issues of global concern and the United Nations
System; human rights and democracy; intercultural learning;
the environment).

On the provincial level, schools were asked to work with each
other on common projects, with the intention of sharing
results on national and international levels.

On the national level, the National Secretariat will work with
the Alberta Teachers’ Association to organize the Conference
for Global Citizenship to be held in Canmore, Alberta, on
6-8 May, 2010. Three permanent ASPnet spokespersons,
Kim Phuc, Craig Kielburger and Gareth Neufeld, will
participate in the conference.

The National Secretariat also took the initiative of developing
a new program, Networking between ASPnet and Biosphere
Reserves. At the same time, a pilot project was launched

in Manitoba (Riding Mountain), Saskatchewan (Redberry
Lake) and Nova Scotia (Southwest Nova), encouraging
sponsorships between schools and reserves. A working group
(Alberta, Manitoba, Quebec, Ontario and Saskatchewan) was
established in January 2010 and the first meeting planned
for March 2010.

On the international level, ASPnet’s National Secretariat
focussed its efforts on establishing links with other national
commissions, particularly by helping organize the participation
of Canadian schools:

United Nations: The 12" Annual UN Student Conference on
Human Rights (New York, December 2009)

UNESCO: Education aux droits de I’homme & travers le regard
des enfants (Paris, December 2009)

Danish National Commission for UNESCO: Conference on
Climate Change (Copenhagen, February 2010)
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German National Commission for UNESCO and Israel National
Commission for UNESCO: “Human Rights Education”
(Israel, Summer 2010)

The Commission was invited by the UNESCO Secretariat

to select an Associated School in Canada to participate

in a video project that examines human rights education

in different school environments around the world. The
participating schools came from Burkina Faso and Uganda
for the Africa region; Canada, France, Albania and Azerbaijan
for the Europe and North America region; Brazil and the
Dominican Republic for Latin America and the Caribbean;
Indonesia for Asia; and Lebanon for the Arab region. Hafford
Central School in Hafford, Saskatchewan, participated in this
project on behalf of Associated Schools in Canada.

The project provided the students with a platform to express
their views and opinions on human rights principles and
illustrates how human rights education is implemented in
schools through the discussion of three themes: learning to
live together, combating violence and promoting dialogue,
and encouraging democracy and citizen participation. A small
group of students from each school were also invited to
answer a series of questions on camera. All the children were
asked the same questions to highlight the similarities and

the differences in human rights education that exist across
cultures, communities and countries. The final video produced
by UNESCO will be a montage of all the videos in a cross-
cultural presentation.
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The coming year promises to be another busy one for the
Commission and some of the principal activities will include:

The Second World Conference on Arts Education

“Reinventing Canadian Media” conference, in
conjunction with the Public Policy Forum

The International Conference on Cultural and Biological
Diversity, in conjunction with the Canada Research Chair
in Ethnoecology and Biodiversity Conservation, UNESCO,
and the Secretariat for the Convention on Biological
Diversity

Coordination of the Canadian consultations on the
preparation of the draft UNESCO Programme and Budget
for 2012-2013 (36 C/5)

The Canadian Coalition of Municipalities Against Racism
and Discrimination

Preparation, in collaboration with the UNESCO
Secretariat, of a toolkit for youth involvement with
National Commissions
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President

Michéle S. Jean, Montréal (Québec)
Visiting Scholar, Public Law Research Centre
Faculty of Law, University of Montréal

Vice-President

Martha B. Stone, Ottawa, Ontario
Senior Partner, Information Scientist, Moenston Associates

Secretary-General

David A. Walden, Ottawa, Ontario

Chairs of the Sectoral Commissions

Education

Alain Pélissier, Montréal (Québec)

Natural, Social
and Human Sciences

Hamid Jorjani, Ottawa, Ontario

Culture, Communication
and Information

Danika Billie Littlechild, Victoria, British Columbia
Barrister & Solicitor

Past President

Max Wyman, Lions Bay, British Columbia

Members

CANADIAN COMMISSION FOR UNESCO

David J. Angell, Ottawa, Ontario
Director-General, International Organizations Bureau
Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada

Paul F. Black, Halifax, Nova Scotia
Senior Consultant, MT&L Public Relations

René Bouchard, Gatineau (Québec)
Director-General, International Affairs
Department of Canadian Heritage

Susan M. Knight, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador
Board Member, Canada Council for the Arts

Robert Sirman, Ottawa, Ontario
Director, Canada Council for the Arts

Raymond Théberge, Toronto, Ontario
Director-General, Council of Ministers of Education,
Canada (April-June 2009)

Eric Théroux, Québec (Québec)

Directeur général des Affaires multilatérales

et des engagements internationaux

Ministere des Relations internationales du Québec
(April 2009-February 2010)
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SECRETARIAT

David A. Walden

Secretary-General

Katherine Berg

Special Advisor to the Secretary-General

Alysouk Lynhiavu

Public Affairs Officer and Coordinator, UNESCO Associated
Schools Network National Secretariat

Héléne Pollex

Nathalie Sabourin

Administrative Coordinator and Assistant
to the Secretary-General (April 2009-January 2010)
Administrative Coordinator and Assistant
to the Secretary-General (March 2010-)

Programme Officers

Education

Elisabeth Barot

Natural Sciences

Dominique Potvin

Social and Human Sciences

Cynthia Lacasse

Culture and World Heritage

Mathias Bizimana

Communication and Information

Pauline Dugré

Youth

Marie-Christine Lecompte

Administrative Assistants

Natural, Social and Human Sciences

Tatiana Lermontov (April-November 2009)

Education

Nicole Fieger

Culture, Communication
and Information

Marie-Tonine Moreau

Finance and Administration

Alexis Philiptchenko

Special Projects

Eliane Daoud

Intern
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Friederike Johnigk (summer 2009)
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HONOURARY MEMBERS

Former Ambassadors of Canada Yvon Charbonneau, Montréal, Québec
to UNESCO lan Christie Clark, Ottawa, Ontario
Jacques Demers, Montréal, Québec
Louis Hamel, Gatineau, Québec
Gilbert Laurin, Vancouver, British Columbia

Past Presidents of the Commission  Michel Agnaieff, Montréal, Québec
Guy Bourgeault, Duvernay, Québec
Roseann Runte, Ottawa, Ontario

Former Vice-Presidents of the Marshall Wm. Conley, Halifax, Nova Scotia
Commission
Former Secretaries-General Francine Fournier, Montréal, Québec

Viviane Launay, Outremont, Québec
Louis Patenaude, Montréal, Québec
Shirley L. Thomson, Ottawa, Ontario

Canadians who have made a Paul Gérin-Lajoie, Montréal, Québec
significant contribution to the Albert Millaire, Montréal, Québec
work of UNESCO Kim Phuc, Ajax, Ontario

Senator Douglas Roche, Edmonton, Alberta
Swee-Hin Toh, Adelaide, Australia
Norma Walmsley, Wakefield, Québec

Pursuant to Article 3.2.3 of the Constitution of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, Honourary
Members are “Individuals recognized by the Executive Committee for their outstanding contribution
and dedication to the attainment of UNESCO ideals and objectives.” Honourary membership is
conferred for life.
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UNESCO CHAIRS IN CANADA

UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning

Larry O’Farrell
Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario

ORBICOM - International Network of
UNESCO Chairs in Communication

Claude-Yves Charron
Université du Québec a Montréal (Québec)

UNESCO-Bell Chair for Communication
and International Development at
UQAM Department of Management
and Technology

Magda Fusaro
Université du Québec a Montréal (Québec)

UNESCO Chair in Cultural Heritage
Institut d’études sur les patrimoines

Claude Dubé
Université Laval (Québec)

UNESCO Chair in Studies of Philosophic
Foundations of Justice and Democratic
Society, Département de philosophie

Josiane Boulad-Ayoub
Université du Québec a Montréal (Québec)

UNESCO Chair in Reorienting Teacher
Education towards Sustainability

Charles Hopkins
York University, Toronto, Ontario

UNESCO Chair in Sustainable
Development, Institut Hydro-
Québec en environnement,
développement et société

Philippe Le Prestre
Université Laval (Québec)

UNESCO Chair in Landscape
and Environmental Design

Philippe Poullaouec-Gonidec
Université de Montréal (Québec)

UNESCO Chair in Environment

and Sustainable Development

Institut des sciences de I’environnement
de 'UQAM, Québec

Laurent Lepage
Université du Québec a Montréal (Québec)

UNESCO Chair in Early Childhood
Education, Care and Development

Allan Pence
University of Victoria, British Columbia

UNESCO Chair in Curriculum
Development
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Philippe Jonnaert
Université du Québec a Montréal (Québec)
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UNESCO WORLD BIOSPHERE RESERVES IN CANADA

New Brunswick Fundy

Nova Scotia Southwest Nova

Québec Manicouagan-Uapishka
Mont St. Hilaire
Charlevoix

Lac Saint-Pierre

Ontario Long Point
The Niagara Escarpment
Frontenac Arch
Georgian Bay Littoral

Manitoba Riding Mountain
Saskatchewan Redberry Lake
Alberta Waterton

British Columbia Clayoquot Sound

Mount Arrowsmith
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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN CANADA

Newfoundland and Labrador L'’Anse aux Meadows National Historic Site
Gros Morne National Park

Nova Scotia Old Town Lunenburg
Joggins Fossil Cliffs
Québec Historic District of Old Québec
Miguasha National Park
Ontario Rideau Canal
Alberta Dinosaur Provincial Park

Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump

Waterton Glacier International Peace Park
Wood Buffalo National Park

(Alberta and Northwest Territories)
Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks

(Alberta and British Columbia)

British Columbia SGang Gwaay (Anthony Island)
Kluane / Wrangell-St. Elias /
Glacier Bay / Tatshenshini-Alsek
(Yukon and British Columbia)

Northwest Territories Nahanni National Park Reserve
Wood Buffalo National Park
(Alberta and Northwest Territories)

Yukon Kluane / Wrangell-St. Elias /
Glacier Bay / Tatshenshini-Alsek
(Yukon and British Columbia)
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