CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
YOUTH ADVISORY GROUP
INTRODUCTION
The Canadian Commission for UNESCO (hereinafter the
Commission) is currently looking for interested young
Canadians, between the ages of 15 and 30 years old, to
become new members of its Youth Advisory Group (hereinafter
the YAG).
Being a member of the Youth Advisory Group requires a time
commitment, approximately between 2 to 3 hours a month or
more, depending on ongoing projects and activities. The
members are asked to share their point of view regarding
different issues and to support the development of new
partnerships and projects in the communities. They may also
be called upon to participate in events, at the local, national or
international levels. Members of the YAG are asked to maintain communication with the
Programme Officer, Youth, with their Provincial Coordinator, and with the other members of the
Group. They may also cooperate with the Commission’s other partners. Potential candidates
for YAG membership must want, and be able, to dedicate the necessary effort and
commitment required for the Group to operate successfully.
This year, in order to increase geographic representation of members throughout
Canada, the Canadian Commission for UNESCO is specifically looking to recruit in the
following provinces:
Alberta
Manitoba
New Brunswick
Newfoundland and Labrador
Northwest Territories
Nunavut
Nova Scotia
Prince Edward Island
Quebec: 3 seats left (max)
Saskatchewan
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MANDATE OF THE YOUTH ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS
Members of the YAG liaise with the Programme Officer, Youth, in identifying the concerns of
youth in their communities and providing recommendations about how to address them. They
also support the Programme Officer, Youth, in developing local initiatives and activities.
The members of the Youth Advisory Group have three main functions in line with the
Commission’s mandate: liaison, advisory and participatory.
Liaison






Liaison between their organisation, as appropriate, and the Commission, especially with
regard to the development of common initiatives and partnerships;
Advocating and informing local youth about the Commission’s mandates, initiatives and
activities;
Identifying sources of, and facilitating access to, information and expertise regarding
youth engagement at the Commission;
Informing the Commission of activities or events in line with UNESCO-related issues
they attend;
Keeping the Commission informed, of their activities which are relevant to programmes
and activities of UNESCO and of the Commission.

Advisory





Providing comments on UNESCO draft documents (ex. Programme and Budget);
Recommending approaches to communication and outreach with and for youth, as well
as the development of issues and theme or event-specific strategies;
Discussing and studying issues on the agenda prior to UNESCO Youth Forums;
Recommending program activities and initiatives for Youth engagement at the
Commission.

Participatory






Participating in the development of one or more projects related to the recommendations
issued at Canadian youth consultations;
Contributing to the development of the Canadian position at the UNESCO Youth Forum
held every two years in conjunction with the General Conference;
Participating in the Annual General Meeting or other activities organised by the
Commission, as required ;
Organising workshops;
Participating in, when requested, relevant local events and reporting to the Commission
after the event.

YAG members’ mandate is for a period of up to two years, renewable. The Commission
reserves the right to end a mandate before the conclusion of the specified term.
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QUALIFICATION CRITERIA
The Commission is looking for people who:
are between 15 and 30 years old;
are students or affiliated with a civil society organisation;
are Canadian citizens or landed immigrants;
demonstrate knowledge and/or experience in UNESCO-related issues;
demonstrate interest in and knowledge of their local and/or provincial youth community;
demonstrate the ability to communicate and willingness to advocate for the Commission
in the local and/or provincial youth community;
are committed to promote the diversity of cultural expressions and heritage of the
multiplicity of cultures, ethnicities and identities of Canadian Youth;
have experience within a group, an association or an organisation working on Youth
and/or UNESCO-related issues;
are able to express views effectively in both oral and written forms;
are willing to commit time to the activities of the YAG (between 2 to 3 hours a month, or
more, depending on the projects and activities).
HOW TO APPLY
Complete the application form and return it with a copy of your résumé and a cover letter
(obligatory) before May 15, 2012, 5 pm (Eastern Standard Time) to:
Marie-Christine Lecompte
Programme Officer – Youth
National Coordinator, UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet)
Canadian Commission for UNESCO
350 Albert Street, P.O. Box 1047
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5V8
Phone: (613) 566-4414 ext. 5567
Fax: (613) 566-4405
Email: lynne.nezan@unesco.ca
(by email, save as a PDF)

3

